THE STATEMENT OF TIBBIE BIRSE
in to see me yesterday, an' me on the floor
washin', says he, ' So Marget's lost her man,
an' I said, ' Say ye so, na ?' for let on 'at I
kent, and neither me at the laying oot nor
Davit Lunan at the funeral, I would not.

"f David should hae gone to the funeral/
says the minister, ' for I doubt not he was only
omitted in the invitations by a mistake/

" Ay, it was weel meant, but says I, Jess,
says I, * As lang as am livin' to tak chaiige o*
'im, Davit Lunan gangs to nae burals 'at he's
no bidden to. An' I tell ye/ I says to the
minister,' if there was one body 'at had a richt
to be at the bural o' Pete Lownie, it was Davit
Lunan, him bein' my man an' Marget my ain
sister. Yes/' says I, though am no o' the
boastin1 kind, * Davit had maist richt to be
there next to Pete 'imsel. Ou, Jess. . . .

" This is no a maiter I like to speak aboot;
na, I dinna care to mention it, but the neigh-
bours is nat'rally taen up aboot it, and Chirsty
Tosh was sayin* what I would wager 'at Marget
Iiadna sent the minister to hint 'at Davit's
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